
In cooperation with the Italian Institute of Culture in Slovenia, the round table

The Present for the Future 

invites you to a public lecture by

Prof. Claudio Povolo 
Violence and Banditry in the Early Modern Period

Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 12 a.m. 
Italian Institute for Culture in Slovenia, Breg 12, Ljubljana.

Based on his research in the Venetian archives, in comparison to studies and published research documents 
in other European countries, the lecturer will present the instruments of the state that radically intruded upon the 
customary law of communities in the early modern period, using  repressive and procedural-judiciary measures. This is 
most explicitly reflected in the punitive politics: vengeance is taken over by the state or the ruler. The intimidating power 
of the state  was presented in various public torture ceremonies that were unknown to the middle ages. Banishment (and/
or asylum), which in communal customs was regarded as the time needed to bring about a peace settlement between 
feuding parties, became the most important punitive tool that enabled the territorial expansion of the jurisdiction of the 
state's central authorities. Banishment became the penalty for both minor and serious offences, and the exiles could be 
killed by anyone in return for a (state) reward. Since the end of the 16th century, the state introduced new forms of social 
repression, encouraging mutual killings among the exiles, in return for a pardon and a reward for the killer. Under the 
patronage of the state, proper squads of former exiles were formed – the bounty hunters who killed other exiled. Thus 
the myth of a state that provides the security and the welfare for its citizens was created. Contemporary discussions 
on punitive politics should by all means more frequently include findings of the research deriving from the rich legal 
cultural heritage.

	 The discussion will be led by Prof. Darko Darovec from the Ca'Foscari University of Venice, who cooperates on 
the project FAIDA with Prof. Claudio Povolo. The lecture will be accompanied by translation into English.

The lecture and the discussion will be followed by the presentation of Prof. Claudio Povolo's book »The 
Emergence of Tradition. Essays on Legal Anthropology (XVI-XVIII Centuries)«, published in the Italian, Slovene and 
English languages respectively. The Slovene and the Italian edition will be available at the presentation.

	 Professor Claudio Povolo is among the most prominent legal historians for the Italian and Adriatic regions, one who successfully 
includes anthropological findings and methods into his studies. At the Department of Humanities of the Ca'Foscari University of Venice, 
he gives lectures on the history of early modern political and social institutions, on the history of the Republic of Venice and on the history 
of the Mediterranean. Prof. Povolo is distinguished by numerous works, ranging from monographs to research papers, published mostly 
in Italian, but also in other languages, as of recently also in English for the demanding US market. The majority of his scientific work is 
devoted to the detailed research on the functions of judicial institutions in the early modern period, especially on the social interactions 
between customary and state law. Special attention in his studies is given also to Istria and Dalmatia. Quite a few of his works have 
been published in Slovene, especially in cooperation with the Historical Society of Southern Primorska from Koper/Capodistria and in 
the scientific journal Acta Histriae. Together with his Koper colleagues, he has for over a quarter-century been the co-organizer of many 
prominent international conferences. Prof. Povolo's research perspicacity is confirmed by several successful national and international 
projects, including the cooperation with Slovene and Croatian institutions.
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