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The contemporary world, with its perplexing complexities, seems to 
(more and more) re-count—solely?—(on) the repetitive re-production 
of appearance(s): the—compulsory?—(self-)medialization—and, 
indeed, (self-)mediatization—of all (inter-personal) experience, the 
prevalent tendency towards its stead-fast fixation, its (predominantly 
visually) en-capsulated (self-)p-reservation, with ever greater assertion 
determines—regardless of the f-actual re-form(ul)ation it each time 
anew assumes—not only the always singularly effectuated life of the 
individual, the routine (ar)rhythmics of (“ordinary”) dailiness, but also—
its (dis)own(ed) re-cognition through—the scarcely still shared, albeit 
already co-constitutive communality of (“extraordinary”) togetherness, 
the dwelling of (the) other(s). The worldliness of the horizon(s) of 
human(e) co-existence within the age of techno-scientifically driven, 
virtually universalized and universally virtualized, ambiguously 
ubiquitous, digital (non-)“reality,” today primarily—and somewhat 
“banally”—(de-)“personified” through (the proliferating threats of) the 
banishment of meaningful sociability to (the “useful” skill of) social 
networking or the degradation of senseful creativity to (the “skillful” 
usage of) AI-generated ingenuity, re-occurs—emerging and passing 
by, passing away and elapsing—maybe merely, as the—paradoxically 
and fragmentarily trans-mut(at)ed—non-(im-)mediate(d), through the 
inter-medial dis-closure of appearance.

Although, apparently (or not), the situational circum-stance of 
humanity nowadays—has it, despite each splendid development, despite 
each convoluted conceptualization, at any of the stages throughout 
history been otherwise?—traverses through the—trans-position(ing) 
of the—realm of appearances, the continually fascinating, yet often 
futile attempts at its, at their consolidation within the ostensibly 
autonomous stability of a system(at)ically established certainty re-
cover the process(uality) of appearing itself. The movement of (self-)
manifestation, whilst it seeks, through multiplicity of appearance, to 
render rigid, to affix—and, thus, asphyxiate?—the event of (coming-to-)
being, the heteronomy of free-flowing life, which knows no standstill, 
relentlessly resisting the procedures of any kind of final definition, de-
not(at)es the—trace of the—dis-appearance of appearing as such. But: 
the—however hollow, however flawed—representation of (ephemeral) 
phenomenality maintains open, through the transition of appearance, 
through the absence of its presence and through the presence of its 
absence, through its de-marking, (also) the hermeneutic (im-?)possibility 
of (its) understanding, of (its)—in-variably in-stated—interpretation.

If the appearing of the world gives (itself to) experience—for “us,” 
for whomever “we” may be—only through the trans-formation of 
inter-mediation that at once reveals and conceals its radically fragile 
contingency, art, with the manifold ramifications of its enactments, 
with the prodigious diversity of its works, re-presents, by ceaselessly 
recurring to the be-coming of being, one of the fundamental proficiencies 
of making (not only) visible, (but also) audible, palpable, and still 
differently, distinctly significant the transference of appearance(s). 
Can, conversely—or, at least, conversationally—, appearing itself, 
as such, as an eventful process and as a processual event, (not), 
therefore, be thematized, before being considered as a product of 
artifice or artificiality, before attaining the status of an artifact, as the 
(“primordial,” “originary”) artistry of the world?

The International Symposium in Hermeneutic Philosophy wishes 
to—like its precursor, which took place under the title “On Beauty: The 
Utopia of Imagination, Here and Now?” (June 4–6, 2023; Ljubljana, 
Slovenia)—bring together scholars at various stages of academic 
advancement, both teachers as well as students, to collectively, within 
a welcoming atmosphere of dialogical exchange, discuss in detail 
the (phenomenological) questions and the (hermeneutical) problems 
appertaining to the contemporary—lack of? loss of?—experience of 
appearing.
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The Program of the Symposium

9.30–10.00 Gathering and Coffee

10.00–10.20 The Opening of the Symposium

Dean Komel (Institute Nova Revija for the Humanities; Ljubljana, 
Slovenia)

Tomaž Zalaznik (Institute Nova Revija for the Humanities; 
Ljubljana, Slovenia)

Janko Rožič (KUD Sestava; Ljubljana, Slovenia)
Ramsey Eric Ramsey ( Barrett, The Honors College, Arizona State 

University; Phoenix, AZ, USA)
Andrej Božič (Institute Nova Revija for the Humanities; Ljubljana, 

Slovenia)
Introductory Remarks

10.20–10.30 Žiga Okorn (Ljubljana, Slovenia)
The Birth of an Image

10.30–11.30 Adam J. Goldsmith (Northwestern University; Evanston, IL, USA)
Reflection (with-)in Appearance 
On the Virtual Political Experience Afforded in 
Austen’s Narrative

Jared B. Rusnak (University of Pennsylvania; Philadelphia, PA, 
USA)
On the (Non-)disappearance of Nature
A Phenomenology of Place and its Practical 
Implications for Conservation

11.30–12.00 Coffee Break

12.00–13.00 Vesna Krmelj (ZRC SAZU; Ljubljana, Slovenia)
The Concept of Appearance in Relation to Alois 
Riegl’s Kunstwollen and the Vienna School of 
Art History

Janko Rožič (KUD Sestava; Ljubljana, Slovenia)
From Disappearing to Appearing, or: From 
Virtual to Virtuous Reality?

13.00–14.30 Snack Break

14.30–17.30 Stroll through 
Ljubljana with Janko Rožič

18.00–21.00 Dinner

Day I
— Monday, May 19, 2025 —

Day II
— Tuesday, May 20, 2025 —

9.30–10.00 Gathering and Coffee

10.00–11.30 Elise Poll (Arizona State University; Phoenix, AZ, USA)
Some Semblance of Utopia
Desperate Desire in Cruel Optimism

Violet Anderson (Barrett, The Honors College, Arizona State 
University; Phoenix, AZ, USA)
A Poet’s Imagination

Mert Kincal (Barrett, The Honors College, Arizona State University; 
Phoenix, AZ, USA)
The Art of Approaching

11.30–12.00 Coffee Break

12.00–13.00 Hana Qurdina (University of Gjakova “Fehmi Agani”; Gjakovë, 
Kosovo Republic)
The Breath Between
Ontological Risk and the Dis-Appearance of 
Experience in Paul Celan’s Poetics

Sazan Kryeziu (University of Gjakova “Fehmi Agani”; Gjakovë, 
Kosovo Republic)
Poetry After Technicity
Rilke, Heidegger, and the Clearing of the World

13.00–14.30 Snack Break

14.30–17.30 Visit to the
National Gallery of Slovenia and/or Museum of 
Modern Art

17.30–19.30 Dinner

20.00–22.00 Concert at
Hostel Celica

9.30–10.00 Gathering and Coffee

10.00–11.30 Grace Kominak (Barrett, The Honors College, Arizona State 
University; Phoenix, AZ, USA)
 Can’t We Just Talk About Art? 
Painting as a Ground for Wonder-full 
Conversation 

Dominique Dredd (Barrett, The Honors College, Arizona State 
University; Phoenix, AZ, USA)
Appearance as a Lure

Alexandra Csoltiová (University of Trnava; Trnava, Slovak 
Republic)
Veiled Wounds 
Art as a Place for Hidden Selves to Appear

11.30–12.00 Coffee Break

12.00–13.00 Jonel Kolić (Odprti krog; Ljubljana, Slovenia)
Perception and Deception
The Influence of Thought on Appearance

Andrej Božič (Institute Nova Revija for the Humanities; 
Ljubljana, Slovenia)

The Voicing(s) of Dis-Appearing

13.00–13.30 Coffee Break

13.30–15.00 The Concluding Discussion 

15.30–17.30 Lunch

Day III
— Wednesday, May 21, 2025 —

— Organization Committee —

Dr. Andrej Božič (Institute Nova Revija for the Humanities; Ljubljana, Slovenia)
Dr. Diane Gruber (Barrett, The Honors College, Arizona State University; Phoenix, 

AZ, USA)
Dr. Alenka Koželj (Ljubljana, Slovenia)
Prof. Dr. Ramsey Eric Ramsey (Barrett, The Honors College, Arizona State 

University; Phoenix, AZ, USA)
Janko Rožič (KUD Sestava; Ljubljana, Slovenia)
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The Institute Nova Revija for the Humanities organizes the International Symposium in 
Hermeneutic Philosophy within the framework of the research program The Humanities 
and the Sense of Humanity from Historical and Contemporary Viewpoints (P6-0341), the 
research project The Hermeneutic Problem of the Understanding of Human Existence 
and Coexistence in the Epoch of Nihilism (J7-4631), and the infrastructure program 
Center for the Promotion of the Humanities (I0-0036), which are financially supported 
by the Slovenian Research and Innovation Agency (ARIS).
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